
 

Abstraction and Color Transitions  

A Watermedia Workshop with Ellen Jean Diederich 

June 18-20, 2025 10 am to 3:30 pm 

If you have trouble with backgrounds, this workshop is for you. The purpose of this workshop is to help 

you loosen-up your brush strokes by experimenting with watercolor textures and connect them to your 

subject.  Create interesting related beautiful backgrounds that accent your subject and invite the viewer 

to enjoy the painting as they transition towards the subject.   

In this class we will create new paintings and repurpose older paintings using a variety of techniques and 

design.  The price of watercolor paper has increased and you may find this technique economical and 

helpful to make some starts or failed pieces come to life.  We will also use the backs of old paintings to 

practice textures. I’ll be there to help you.  Bring your favorite tools and older paintings to work with to 

class. 

Day 1: Morning, exercises with watercolor techniques on the back of old watercolors, practice watercolor 

textures.  Afternoon, on an unfinished or failed piece select a palette to dominate and bring out the 

subject 

Day 2: Warm or cool colors, plan around a white shape and connect an abstract background into the 

subject. There will be traceable subject matter  

Day 3: Re-purpose a lightly colored painting and use darks to connect an abstract background into it. 

Focus on related transitions.  You can do this with a grid. 

The workshop will take place at J’s Catering, 1404 33rd St So, Unit D, Fargo, ND 58103, Wednesday- 
Friday June 18-20 from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm. Each student will get their own 6 foot table to work on, 
and may leave their supplies there overnight. You may bring your own lunch or there are several 
restaurants in the area, including the deli at Cashwise.  Jeanette from J’s Catering will provide a delicious 
dessert each afternoon.  
 
Workshop price is $295.00 (Early Bird price through March 10th is $275.00) 



Ellen Jean Diederich’ Watercolor Supply List  
 
START WITH THE SUPPLIES YOU HAVE: You can use your own favorite brushes and tools you 
have on hand. You do not need to buy these specific paints but you will need a warm and cool color 
of each primary color and good paper for success. This list includes all of the colors I use and 
recommend them for any watercolor class. I have underlined colors that are particularly helpful for 
this course. 
  
You Will Need: Photographs you have taken to use as a reference to paint from, paper towels, 
(FROG tape – recommended) and/or masking tape, an ice cream pail, #2 pencils, 2 1/2″ house 
brush (black Bristle), supportive painting board (such as gator board or drawing board, HB or #2 
drawing pencil, jet eraser, and yellow gum eraser 18” ruler or straight edge, sharpie marker.  
 
Bring starts and old paintings to repurpose. 
 
SUPPLIES: The brands listed are used by Ellen, feel comfortable using the brands you currently 
have. The Robert E. Wood Palette is recommended and is the best and most economic palette you 
can purchase. Professional grade paint and paper is strongly recommended and it will definitely 
affect your painting progress. Many people have difficulty painting because of the paper and 
brushes. they choose. If you have any questions about supplies please come ½ hour early and you 
can purchase these (below) from Ellen at discounted prices.  
 Robert E. Wood Watercolor Palette  
 D’Arches 140# (or heavier) cold press or watercolor paper 2-5 sheets  
 Wash Brushes: WN (Winsor-Newton) Golden Scepter 1″ flat ¾” flat, and ½ “ flat  
 Brush WN 530 Script, WN #10 Round  
 9″ x 12″ Drawing Pad, Gum Eraser, & magic eraser, kneadable eraser 
 
Winsor Newton Professional Grade Paints  
 Cerulean Blue, (New Gamboge or Winsor Yellow Deep), Raw Sienna, Cadmium Lemon , Cobalt Blue  
 Scarlet Lake, Antwerp Blue, Winsor Green (Pthalo), Hookers Green  
 Burnt Sienna, Permanent Rose, Cobalt Turquoise Light, French Ultramarine Blue  
 Permanent Magenta, Rose Madder Genuine,  
 
Winsor Newton Designer Gouache 
Titanium White, Pale Rose Blush, Neutral Gray 3 
 
Additional colors “unnecessary favorite watercolors (many of these are opaque) 
Cobalt Violet, Cobalt Turquoise Dark, Quinacridone Gold, Cobalt Green, Mars Black, Indian Red, 
Cobalt Teal, Cadmium Orange  
 
Optional Materials: If you have these things on hand and want to work with them: Brayers, razor 
blades, ***Speedball cut easy Blocks, Speedball linoleum cutter, gouache (white recommended), 
metallic watercolors, acrylic paints, Matt medium, soft gel gloss, collage items, and if you buy 
watercolor pencils- I recommend a set of 36 or more colors. 

 

 

 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Registration Form 
Welcome to our workshop. Please fill in the form below and send it in with your _____ deposit, submit it 
online at www.givinity.com, or call ________ with your credit card. E-mail ellen@givinity.com any 
questions.  
 
 I wish to attend the Abstractions and Color Transitions Painting workshop ,  for $295.00 

 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________State _____________Zip_________________ 

Telephone with (area code please) ____________________________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! Please return this information with your deposit or paid in full tuition to:  

 

http://www.givinity.com
mailto:ellen@givinity.com

